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BY LAURA PUTRE

TIME BANDIT

Think farmers are responsible for Indiana’s time troubles?
You haven't met Chet Dobis.

IN THE THREE DECADES THAT CHET DOBIS
has been an Indiana politician, he’s been called a lot of
things: stubborn, sneaky, resistant to change. But no one's
ever accused him of being a farmer. The closest he's ever
come to tending the land was mowing a golf course at a
country club sometime back in 1958,

So much for the perception thar farmers are responsi-
ble for the rangled mess trial: is Hoosier rime. To be sure,
Indiana growers have consistently opposed daylight-
saving rime since the nartion first adopred it during World
War L Burt in the last several years, the figure who most
embodies Indiana’s screwy relationship with the clock
isn't a man who works with soybeans or manure spread-
ers. Its Dobis, a flinty 61-year-old Democratic state rep-
resentative from Northwest Indiana.

In February, it was Dobis who introduced a resolution
seeking to place most of Indiana in the Central time zone
and pave the way for the statewide observance of daylight-
saving time. Though it would die a quick political
death, the proposal—which doverailed with the position
advocated by everyone from Republican gubernatorial
candidate Mitch Daniels to the state’s largest newspaper—
briefly seemed a workable solution o Indiana’s time
problems. And for suggesting that solurion, Dobis, a
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meat-and-potatoes puy who tends to blend into crowds,
managed to look like a legislative knight in shining armor,
the man who just might overcome 30 years of political
bickering to bring Indiana docks our of the dark ages.

What few seemed to notice, and fewer commenrt on,
was that for years Dobis had been largely responsible for
keeping those clocks in the dark ages. Through the deft
exploitation of political alliances and a mastery of every
niggling loophole in the system, the 34-year House vet-
eran has long been the state’s most prominent obstacle to
daylight-saving time. Prior to this year’s legislative ses-
sion, he and his Starchouse allies had managed ro block
at least half a dozen bills in support of DST.

“With his service and years of experience, he’s been
able to get a lot of things done very quicty,” says Rep.
Tiny Adams, a Muncie Democrat who has crossed
swords with Dobis over DST, ™
could never ger done. You've gotta earn the respecr, and
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you just don't do that in a year or two.”

The reason for Dobis’ longstanding intransigenee—
and for his seeming reversal—is as prm'inc1:|| as his tac-
tics have been effective: Every previous cffore to adopt
daylight-saving time would have kept the state in the

Eastern time zone. Dobis, who hals from Lake
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At end of Wi,
Congress repeals DST
due to its unpopularity.

Williarm Willett, a builder in
Londan, becomes the

20th century’s first serious
advocate of D5T, publishing
his views in a pamphlet
titled “Waste of Daylight.”

The U.5. Congress
officially adopts the

Prime Meridian agreement
of 1884 and, to conserve
energy during World War 1, |
also imposes D5T. ’
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| Continertal United Statas
adopts four standard
time zones. Hoosiers
immediately get suspicious.
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MYTH

MYTH: Benjamin Franklin |
got us into this mess, |
FACT: es, Franklin first
proposed something like |
daylight-saving timea in a
1784 essay But it was the
expansion of railroads in the
micd-19th century that made
standardizing time an issue,
Back then, each city, tawn
and village set its awn time,
resulting in massive confu-
sign; at one point Wisconsin
alone had 38 time zones.

In 1870, to rectify the
situation, a Mew York school
principal named Charles
Dowd designed a plan that
eventually became the
foundation of aur modem
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MYTH: Llnd&r daylight- ¢
saving time, children

would have to wait for
school buses in the dark.
FACT: Kids boarding buses
in winter already de 5o in

the dark. On February &, for
exarnple, the sun rose at
748 a.m, nearly 30 minutes
after classes started at
Indianapelis public high
schools, Daylight-saving

time wouldn't change that;

it lasts anly fram April to
late Cctober

MYTH: Daylight-saving
time hurts farming.
FACT: 47 other states dan't
have much of a problem
adhering to daylight-saving

War and Timepiece
1942 A.D,

Franklin Roosevelt
reestablishes DST, or

“War Time," during WIL
Indiana follows mandate
until 1945, when it raverts to
year-round standard tirme.
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Debunking Hoosiers' time-
honored beliefs about time

UNDERSTANDING

time. Ohio, Kentucky, lowa,

| Wisconsin, lllincis and

Minnescta all observe it.
Putting Indiana in sync with
the rest of the country could
actually help farmers by
reducing the lagistical has-
sles of transporting agricul-
tural plodur_ta fram Ir:u::har'..;

MYTH: Indiana has the
world's most serewed-up
relationship with time.
FACT: Australia makes
Indiana time seam as
arderly as Martha Stewart’s
linen closat. Thres of the
country’s six states and
ane of its two territo-
ries cbhserve DST.
Several of those
regional govern-
ments, however,
change the dates of
D5T abservance due
to politics or to accom-
modate, ;.rep, festivals,

MYTH: 1nd|ana switches
time zones.

FACT: Mo state switchas
tirme zones, The confusion
stems from the fact that 77
af the 82 Indiana counties
that lie in the Eastern tire
zone never change fram
Eastern Standard to Eastern
Daylight Time—which
means we happen to be in
syne with Central Daylight
Tirne for half the year,
thaugh not actually in the
Central time zane,

The Central Problem
1240 A D.

Indiana legislators vote

to put the state in the
Central time zone.
Haosiers near Cincinnati
and Louisville respond n..-iih
a resounding “Make mo."

County—one of the five counties near Chicago thar align
their clocks with the Windy City vear-round—likes
Central time, the rest of the Hoosier State be damned.

STURDILY BUILT, WITH HARD BLUE EYES AND
a television preacher’s combed-back hair, Dobis has
always seen the world through the lens of his humble
beginnings, His father was a liquor salesman in Gary
before moving the family to nearby Merrillville, in 1956,
s0 he could manage a golf course. The Dobises lived in a
two-bedroom  apartmen: the clubhouse,
voung Cher mowed the greens and hunted rabbic and
pheasant in a nearby field rhar would someday be paved
over with Pep Boys and Applebee’s franchises.

above where

Politics ran in the family. Dobis' unde, Tony, ran fo

mayer of Gary in 1949, ("He won the race,” says Dobis.
“Bur when he woke up the next day, he had lost by 3,200
votes,") Dobis first ran for the state legislarure in 1970, He

burnt up lots of shoe leacher courring the
and he had his

campaign waorkers translare mail-

black vare in Gary,

DOBIS SEES ings into Czech, Polish and
EASTERN Serbo-Croatian to appeal 1w
DAYLIGHT TIME

AS ANOTHER WAY
FOR THE "HOOSIER
HOLY LAND" ELITE
TO IMPOSE THEIR
WHIMS ON HIS

THE WOODS.

ethnic voters. Still, no one was

more surprised when he won a

seat in the Sratchouse than

Dobis himself,
began the long eks
back and forth from Merrill-
ville—where Dobis scill lives wich
Darlene,
recently, vice president of the former
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his wife, and was, unril
Gary National Bank—rto Indianapolis, where
he lives out of a suircase when the legislature is in session.

During his first term, in 1971, Dohbis had a Very spe-
cific mission. At the time, small municipaliries within
three miles of major cities could be annexed ar will; Dabis
pushed for a bill that would overturn che “buffer zone”
law and allow places like Merrillville to become towns in
their own right. The bill passed.

Today Dobis represents more of suburban’ Lake
County and less of Gary proper, bur if the boundaries of
his districe have changed, Dobis has not. He's always been
loyal o the needs of Northwest Indiana, even when they
run counter to the interests of the rest of che stare.

Eastern Island !
1966 A.D.

A Wrinkle in Time g
1957 A.D. |

State legislators vote to
make Central Standard

Time the official time of
Indiana and to obzane ‘

Congress passes
Uniform Tima Act,
which places Indiana in
the Eastern time zone.
D5T in Indianapolis but

nowhere else



Like many Indiana business ritans,
Jones says confusion abour rime has made
it very difficulr for his companies to do
business with other parts of the world.
“Often with phone calls o Europe or
Asia, or to the East Coast and West Coast,
ic's very difficule to coordinare schedules,”
he says. “Airline schedules are screwed up,
meetings are missed because nobody
knows what time it is in Indiana. Prerry
much everybody else is in sync, and
Indiana’s our of sync. An analogy | often
use is Indiana having its own currency. It's
like saying, ‘Instead of a dollar bill, ler's
use wood chips.™

Initially, Jones' longtime friend Andy
[homas, now a state representative, ran
the Hoosier Daylight Coalition. When
Thomas left the post to run for office in
2002, Jones enlisted Pizzano, a suburban
mom in search of a cause. “She didn't have
a lot of political experience, but she had
the passion, and she was willing to do a
lot of work,” Jones says.

A former military wife who works in the
morrgage industry and has “a couple kids
and a big dog,” Pirzano spoke ar twown-
rathered

council and other meetings and §

o
petition signatures to gauge “the common

Joe's” feelings abour the issue. For the most

part, she says, the response was positive. “If

someone did say, ‘1 dont want o change
the cock,” 1 would say, ‘I dont want o
either, but if it means having my kids here
with a job close o me, I'll change i.™

Bur last summer, after two vears of

unsuccessful atempts o bring a DST
bill to a vote, Jones disbanded the
Hoosier Daylight Coalition. “It didn't
seem like we were making particularly
good progress,” he says. “We did our job
and realized we had gorten a subscantial
majority of the people in the state in
favor of it.” But they kept running into
Dobis and company in the Statchouse.
“It’s the leadership there thar’s causing
daylight-saving rfime to not even get a
fair vore on the floor.”

* Torr says he can't blame Jones for giv-
ing up. “I think vou can only close your
hand in the car door so many times to see
whether or not it hurts,” he says. If Torr
sounds frustrated—well, ir's tough being
outsmarted time and again by one’s fellow
legislator, especially when thar legislaror
hails from a rown known more for its
muscle mass than its brain marrer.

Bur lately Dobis has had to endure

frustrations of his own. This winter, after
years of being the Statehouse’s most noto-
rious DST obstructionist, he finally got a
taste of his own medicine. In February,
days after Dobis proposed the resolution
:t:ikill;: the federal government o move
most of Indiana to the Central time
zone—saying he sensed momentum in the
House for the switch—House Speaker
Parrick Bauer quashed the whole idea, say-
ing the stare had more important things o
worry about. “1 don’t see advanrages or dis-
advantages, and | think thats the prob-
lem,” Bauer told reporters. "Some people
are so convinced that a time change is
going to bring in jobs and things like that,
and other people believe a time change will
ruin their life. There's not a consistency.”
Bauer and Dobis share a long history.
Both were first elected to the House in
1970, yer three decades of service to-
gether has not made them close; in 2002,
Diabis |_'|1.1]l-_-r1-:;-.-d Bauer in his bid to
become Speaker. It seemed appropriate,
then, that Bauer was the one reminding
Dobis of a classic truth: In polities, it's
easier to be the critic than the erafrsman,
For Dobis, the lesson has been a long
time coming. ]

Trouble focusing on work?

o
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Have your pasta your way at Deco’s
all-you-can-eat pasta bar.

Choose from 4 pastas, 3 sauces
and ingredients from shrimp to
sun dried tomatoes.

$ Includes non-alcoholic drnk.
Tax and gratuity not included.
11am - 2pm Monday - Friday

Adams’ Mark Hotel
120 W. Market St.
317-972-0600
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